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The Boys in the Boat:  Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics by Daniel James Brown  415p.  M  NF   Brown offers a vivid picture of the socioeconomic landscape of 1930s America (brutal), the relentlessly demanding effort required of an Olympic-level rower, the exquisite brainpower and materials that go into making a first-rate boat, and the wiles of a coach who somehow found a way to, first, beat archrival University of California, then conquer a national field of qualifiers, and finally, defeat the best rowing teams in the world.   A book that informs as it inspires.

In the Kingdom of Ice: The Grand and Terrible Polar Voyage of the USS Jeannette by Hampton Sides  480p.  M-D NF The U.S.S. Jeannette shipped out in 1879 toward glory and the North Pole. The Jeannette became encased in ice, but the adventure was only just beginning. Author Hampton Sides does a masterful job of setting up the voyage against the backdrop of the Gilded Age, developing fascinating characters along the way, and delivering a true triumph of narrative nonfiction.  DeLong, the captain of the ship rivals Louis Zamperini, the hero of Laura Hillenbrand’s Unbroken…”
 Can’t Stop, Won’t Stop:  A History of Hip Hop by Jeff Chang  D  NF  546p.  Based on hundreds of interviews and over a decade of work as a respected music journalist, Chang offers colorful profiles of the lives and influences of "the trinity of hip-hop music"--Grandmaster Flash, Afrika Bambaataa, and DJ Kool Herc--along with many other artists, label executives, DJs, writers, filmmakers, and promoters. Impressive in its scope, Can't Stop Won't Stop is a lively and sharply written exploration of the power of hip-hop to unite people across generational, racial, and economic lines.

The Secret History of Wonder Woman by Jill Lepore  M  NF  410p.  The story behind Wonder Woman is sensational, spellbinding, and utterly improbable.  Her origins lie in the feminism of the early 1900s, and the intertwined dramas that surrounded her creation are the stuff of pulp fiction and tabloid scandal.
King of the World:  Muhammad Ali and the Rise of an American Hero  by David Remnick  M  NF  306p.  Whether or not you like boxing (and I don’t), Muhammad Ali is an American icon.  This short memoir covers his early years and how he remade both the world of boxing and race relations in the US.  If you’ve ever been intrigued by The Champ, this book is a must-read—and you will have a hard time putting it down.  Won Time magazine’s nonfiction book of the year.
Unbroken:  A WW2 Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand   M  NF  420p.  Often unbelievable, this is the story of Louis Zamperini, an Olympic athlete turned WW2 POW who relates the horrors of being lost at sea battling sharks and then trapped in a Japanese POW camp battling a sadistic camp overseer.  You will never forget this story, and Louis is an inspiration and model of what the human spirit can overcome.  
Cool, Gray City of Love:  49 Views of San Francisco by Gary Kamiya   M  NF  400p.  If you’re interested in local history, this is a good read.  Each of its 49 chapters explores a specific site or intersection in the city, from the mighty Golden Gate Bridge to the raunchy Tenderloin to the soaring sea cliffs at Land's End.
Charlie Chan:  The Untold Story of the Honorable Detective and His Rendezvous with American History   By Yunte Huang  M  NF  300p.  Huang interweaves a vast number of historical and cultural topics in this sprawling work, including the class system of pre-statehood Hawaii, the 1882 Chinese Exclusion Act, the "Yellow Peril," American literature, and Hollywood. Huang, who was born in China and is a professor of English at UCSB, brings a wealth of perspective on the treatment of Chinese and also works in his own story of immigrating to the U.S., which is both stirring and illuminating.

Confederates in the Attic:  Dispatches from the Unfinished Civil War  by Tony Horwitz  M  NF  432p.    Often hilarious, especially when describing Civil War re-enactors, Confederates in the Attic explains why Americans are still so obsessed with the war, and the ways in which it resonates today. In the course of his work, he made a sobering side trip to cover a murder that was provoked by the display of the Confederate flag, and he spoke to a number of people seeking to honor their ancestors who fought for the Confederacy. Horwitz has a flair for odd details that spark insights, and Confederates in the Attic is a thoughtful and entertaining book that does much to explain America's continuing obsession with the Civil War.

American Lion by Jon Meacham 351p.  D  NF   A biography of the first “people’s president” who was as well known for his populist policies as he was for his Indian massacres.

Chief Joseph & the Flight of the Nez Perce:  The Untold Story of an American Tragedy  by Kent Nerburn   M  NF  448p.   The flight of Chief Joseph and the Nez Perce in the 1800's is told with love and great skill by Kent Nerburn in his new book. The events are historically accurate, but presented as a great story by a great story-teller. It's history that reads like a novel.
The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson  538p.  D  NF   The author interviewed 1100 people to find 3 peoples’ stories that exemplify the Great Migration.  Their lives are compelling and fascinating, and the author weaves their personal stories with larger national trends to produce a book that describes the African American experience in the 20th century more completely than any other I’ve read. 

 Astoria:  John Jacob Astor and Thomas Jefferson’s Lost Pacific Empire by Peter Stark  M  NF  305p.  Reading like an adventure novel, Astoria tells the story of John Astor’s ambition to create a Pacific colony and empire at the mouth of the Columbia River in Oregon (the location of today’s Astoria).  A thrilling true-adventure tale filled with unforgettable characters, clashes of culture, ambition, and physical hardships from starvation to Indian attacks to cruel weather, Astoria is a breathtaking account of an expedition that changed the geography of a young nation and its place in global commerce and politics.

Molokai by Alan Brennert  400p.  M  F  Compellingly original in its conceit, Brennert's sweeping debut novel tracks the grim struggle of a Hawaiian woman who contracts leprosy as a child in Honolulu during the 1890s and is deported to the island of Moloka'i, where she grows to adulthood at the quarantined settlement of Kalaupapa.  Brennert's compassion makes Rachel a memorable character, and his smooth storytelling vividly brings early 20th-century Hawaii to life.

 Lost Kingdom:  Hawaii’s Last Queen the Sugar Kings, and America’s First Imperial Adventure by Julia Flynn Siler  415p.  M  NF  Deftly weaving together a memorable cast of characters, Lost Hawaii brings to life the ensuing clash between a vulnerable Polynesian people and relentlessly expanding capitalist powers. Portraits of royalty and rogues, sugar barons, and missionaries combine into a sweeping tale of the Hawaiian Kingdom’s rise and fall.
Destiny of the Republic:  A Tale of Madness, Medicine and the Murder of a President by Candice Millard  352p. M  NF   Blends science, medicine, and politics in a crime story that grabs tight and it does not let go until the very last page.  This is historical reporting at its very best. Millard has done more, however, than just revisit a presidential shooting.   It is crisply written and riveting.  The murder of Garfield created a crucial turning point in our national history.  How this event galvanized our country and changed it forever is a must-read story.

Blood Done Sign My Name by  Timothy Tyson  312 p.  M  NF   The book focuses on the murder of a young black man, Henry Marrow, in 1970, a tragedy that dramatically widened the racial gap in the author's hometown of Oxford, N.C.  Tyson portrays the killing and its aftermath from multiple perspectives, including that of his contemporary, 10-year-old self; his progressive Methodist pastor father; members of the disempowered black community; one of the killers; and his older self, who comes to Oxford with a historian's eye. He also artfully interweaves the history of race relations in the South, carefully and convincingly rejecting less complex and self-serving versions.  “This book deserves the largest possible audience” according to Publishers Weekly.
NB Arc of Justice:  A Saga of Race, Civil Rights, and Murder in the Jazz Age by Kevin Boyle  346p.  M  NF  This untold story explores the politics of racism in 1920’s America through a historic murder trial featuring Clarence Darrow, fresh out of the Scopes Monkey Trial.  Mixes biography, social history and courtroom drama.
NB The Worst Hard Time:  The Untold Story of Those Who Survived the Great Amercian Dust Bowl by Timothy Egan  312p.  M  NF While Steinbeck movingly portrayed the plight of the migrants fleeing the Dust Bowl, Egan examines those who stayed and how they survived—or didn’t.  A riveting, can’t-put-down exhaustive history of “fly-over” America –who knew the story of the Dust Bowl could be so interesting?   
NB The Devil in the White City:  Murder, Magic and Madness at the Fair that Changed America  by Erik Larson  400 p. M  NF  Parallel stories of the building of the world’s largest fair and a psychopathic serial killer on the loose in Chicago in the late 1800s provide an engaging page-turner that reveals much about labor unions, women’s changing role in society, industrial expansion and might, and the Gilded Age.  

NB  In the Heart of the Sea by Nathaniel Philbrick  320 p.  M  NF   The story that inspired Herman Melville's classic Moby Dick has a lot going for it--derring-do, cannibalism, rescue--and Philbrick proves an amiable and well-informed narrator, providing both context and detail. We learn about the importance and mechanics of blubber production--a vital source of oil--and we get the nuts and bolts of harpooning and life aboard whalers. We are spared neither the nitty-gritty of open boats nor the sucking of human bones dry.  You’ll never look at a whale the same way again. 
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck  M  F  The classic American saga of the plight of Okies making their way to California during the Great Depression.  Pulitzer Prize Winner
 Mayflower:  A Story of Courage, Community and War by Nathaniel Philbrick  480 p.  D  NF    Philbrick turns the Pilgrim legend on its head and shakes out fresh insights from the crusty old mythology making this book both fascinating and accessible. We like our history sanitized and theme-parked and self-congratulatory, not bloody and angry and unflattering, but if Mayflower achieves the wide readership it deserves, perhaps a few Americans will be moved to reconsider all that.  
American Lightning:  Terror, Mystery & The Birth of Hollywood by Howard Blum  321p.  E  NF  This book has it all—a who-done-it mystery where you learn about the origins of Hollywood, the war between labor and capital, American terrorism and the ugly side of American Justice.  You’ll also be introduced to pioneering Americans like DW Griffith, Clarence Darrow, Billy Burns, the founder of the FBI.  It’s amazing how much you learn without even trying.
For the Thrill of It:  Leopold, Loeb, and the Murder that Shocked Chicago  by Simon Baatz  447p.  NF  M   Nathan Leopold and Richard Loeb have been the objects of derision and curiosity ever since the sensational murder they committed on Chicago’s South Side in 1924. These two privileged teenagers, who killed little Bobby Franks, a neighbor, also from a privileged family, just for the thrill of achieving the perfect crime,have become almost legendary “bad boys.” Baatz’s comprehensive account of the case succeeds in identifying their peculiar personality traits as well as what it was in the nature of their relationship that made them believe in their infallibility in performing the ultimate crime. The second strong point of this exhaustively researched and rivetingly presented account is the thoroughness with which the author reconstructs the police investigation and the trial itself; a vivid portrait of the famous lawyer Clarence Darrow, who defended Leopold and Loeb, is a fascinating by-product.
The Big Oyster:  History on the Half Shell by Mark Kurlansky  308 p.  M  NF  This sharply told history of a shellfish and its impact on the evolution of New York City.

Flapper:  A Madcap Story of Sex, Style, Celebrity and the Women Who Made America Modern by Joshua Zeitz  339 p.  M  NF  The 1920s were the beginning of modern America and culture wars, pitting traditionalists against progressives, religious fundamentalists against modernists. By focusing on the emergence of the flapper, Zeitz uncovers the role of women in American history, the beginnings of pop culture, and the glamour of old Hollywood in this delightful and informative book.

Enrique’s Journey by Sonia Nazario  292 p.  M  NF  A meticulously documented account of an epic journey undertaken by thousands of children every year, Enrique’s Journey follows one young Central American boy as he travels atop railroad cars to find his mother in America.  Based on a series for which the author won the Pulitzer Prize, Enrique’s Journey doesn’t flinch from recounting the grisly conditions of extreme poverty that drive women to leave their countries and the brutal environment encountered by their children during their trips.

Team of Rivals:  The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln by Doris Kearns Goodwin   994 p.  D  NF  The best-selling story of the surprising catapult of Lincoln’s career from lowly one-term congressman to charismatic President by battling three political rivals.

1776 by David McCullough  386 p.  M-D NF  The Pulitzer-Prize winning historian follows George Washington and his ragtag Continental Army for one fateful year.

Shooting the Sun by Max Byrd 306p  M F Victorians traveling through the American desert to photograph a total eclipse.  Author considered a "master of historical fiction."

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 320p  E  F  A 14-year-old girl is on the run in the early 1960s amid racial violence and unrest.

Stone Heart:  A Novel of Sacajawea by Diane Glancy 225p E  F  This great humanitarian and leader did indeed have a dream, and it has resonated through the years to expand all of our hopes for a future built on tolerance.

Empire of the Summer Moon: Quanah Parker and the Rise and Fall of the Comanches, the Most Powerful Indian Tribe in American History by S.C. Gwynne  371p.  M  NF  S. C. Gwynne’s Empire of the Summer Moon spans two astonishing stories. The first traces the rise and fall of the Comanches, the most powerful Indian tribe in American history. The second entails one of the most remarkable narratives ever to come out of the Old West: the epic saga of the pioneer woman Cynthia Ann Parker and her mixed-blood son Quanah, who became the last and greatest chief of the Comanches.
They Marched into Sunlight:  War and Peace, Vietnam and America--October 1967 by David Maraniss 592p D  NF  A reporter examines the events of two days, Oct. 17 & 18, 1967 into very different but joined places.  One place is a dense jungle 35 miles outside Saigon where 61 US soldiers are ambushed, the other is Madison, WI, where cops battle students protesting recruiting by Dow Chemical, the maker of napalm and Agent Orange.

Give Me My Father's Body:  The Life of Minik, the New York Eskimo by Kenn Harper 320p M F  Imagine the horror as Minik visits the Museum of Natural History and learns the true fate of his father.

Columbus in the Americas by William Least Heat-Moon 172 p. E  NF  Was Columbus a visionary and daring explorer or a ruthless conquistador with dreams of riches and glory?  

Triangle:  The Fire that Changed America by David Von Drehle  352 p. M NF Beyond the terror, destruction, and loss of life, this event changed the landscape of our cities and lives of working people everywhere.

War Letters:  Extraordinary Correspondence from American Wars by Andrew Carroll M NF  The Legacy Project preserves the voices of soldiers and statesmen who lived through the violent times that changed the course of nations.  Read their stories in their words & be prepare to be inspired.

The Black Chord by David Corio  176 p.  D  NF  The often painful evolution of African American music is explored with a funky text and lively photographs.  

An American Insurrection:  The  Battle of Oxford, Mississippi, 1962  by William Doyle  400 p  D  NF  When James Meredith decided to integrate the University of Mississippi, it caused the worst crisis in American history since the Civil War.

I Should Be Extremely Happy in Your Company:  A Novel of Lewis and Clark by Brian Hall 416 p.  D  F In this fictional re-telling of America's most enduring adventure tale, many points of view are used to "give white-Indian relations the full complexity the subject deserves," yet its great triumph is "its fantastic reconstruction of the day-to-day logistics and life of the expedition." 

1968 by Mark Kurlansky  441 p,  D  NF  A global biography of a year that was the fiery crucible of today's world.  Covers events like Munich Olympics, Soviet invasion of Prague, Student and government clashes in Mexico City, and Columbia University protest of the Vietnam War. 

The Sorrows of Empire:  Militarism, Secrecy and the End of the Republic by Chalmers Johnson 312 p. D NF  The author argues that the US' "military imperialism" that has proliferated from the Cold War until now has undermined international law and organizations, weakened democracy at home, replaced truth with propaganda and courted financial ruin.

The Dim Sum of All Things by Kim Wong 352 p.  M NF A young, single, modern Chinese American woman travels to China with her grandmother and discovers her roots.

Flyboys by James Bradley 400 p. M  NF An account of eight American airmen who were shot down and captured by the Japanese in WWII.

First Great Triumph:  How Five Americans Made Their Country a World Power by Warren Zimmerman pg. 576 D NF A highly readable account of five Americans, Teddy Roosevelt, Alfred T. Mahan, Henry Cabot Lodge, John Hay and Elihu Root, who helped create a global empire.

Rising Tide:  The Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 and How It Changed America by John Barry 528 p.  D NF  The story of how America's greatest natural disaster profoundly changed race relations, government, and society in Mississippi.

The Great Influenza:  The Story of the Deadliest Pandemic in History  by John Barry  460 p.  D  NF  In 1918, a plague swept across the world virtually without warning, killing healthy young adults as well as vulnerable infants and the elderly. Hospitals and morgues were quickly overwhelmed; in Philadelphia, 4,597 people died in one week alone and bodies piled up on the streets to be carted off to mass graves. But this was not the dreaded Black Death-it was "only influenza." In this sweeping history, Barry explores how the deadly confluence of biology and politics created conditions in which the virus thrived, killing more than 50 million worldwide and perhaps as many as 100 million in just a year.
Funny in Farsi by Firoozeh Dumas 208 p.  E  NF Humorous memoir of growing up Iranian American in Southern CA.

Under the Banner of Heaven:  A Story of Violent Faith by Jon Krakauer  400 p. M  NF  A look at religious extremism in America through the story of two Mormon Fundamentalist brothers who insisted they were commanded by God to kill.

The Known World by Edward P. Jones  400 p.  D  NF  A look at slavery in the American South, with the focus on black slave owners.  Winner of the Pulitzer Prize.

The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri  304 p. M  F A story of immigrant life, focusing on the identity crisis of the second generation.  Winner of the Pulitzer Prize.

Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier 464 p. D  F Reminiscent of the The Odyssey, Cold Mountain follows the lives of two lovers who are separated by the Civil War but determined to reunite despite much violence and prejudice.

Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson 480 p. M F  A combination murder mystery, courtroom drama, doomed love affair, and critique on place, prejudice, and justice.  Lots of vivid imagery.
Seabiscuit:  An American Legend by Laura Hillenbrand  448 p.  M NF   The classic underdog story of an unlikely horse becoming a hero to Depression-era Americans.

The Autobiography of Malcolm X  by Alex Haley D  A  A great and controversial Black Muslim hero relates his transformation from street hustler to religious and national leader.

Roots by Alex Haley 736 p. D  NF  A thorough and engaging narrative account of slavery in America.

Fools Crow by James Welch 390 p.  M  F  The Blackfeet Indians of Montana are faced with the encroachment of the white man.

The Grass Dancer by Susan Power 352 p. M  F  Ending in the 1980s with the love story of Charlene Thunder and grass dancer Harley Wind Soldier, this multigenerational tale of a Sioux family is told in the voices of the living and the dead.

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee by Dee Brown 487 p.  D  NF The other side of America's western expansion seen through Native American eyes.

Undaunted Courage by Ambrose Pierce 528 p. D  NF  Lewis and Clark brave the wilds of North America in this vivid account of exploration and adventure.

American Sphinx:  The Character of Thomas Jefferson by Joseph Ellis  367 p.  D  NF  An intensive and scholarly look at, arguably, America's most brilliant and complex statesman.

Founding Brothers:  The Revolutionary Generation by Joseph Ellis  250 p.  M  NF  The story of how greatly gifted yet deeply flawed individuals--Hamilton, Burr, Jefferson, Franklin, Washington, Adams, and Madison--confronted the overwhelming challenges before them to set the course for our nation. 

Slaves in the Family by Edward Ball 450 p.  D  NF A white man discovers that his ancestors were slaveholders and decides to find the descendents of those slaves and confront its legacy. 

Beloved by Toni Morrison  275 p. D  F  Preferring death over slavery for her children, Sethe murders her infant daughter who later mysteriously returns and almost destroys the lives of her mother and sister.

Fences by August Wilson 101 p. M  F (play)  A garbage man recalls his career as a Negro League baseball star.

No No Boy by  John Okada  260 p.  M  F A Japanese-Amerrican spends WW2 in prison for refusing to serve in the US military, but the consequences of his decision last much longer than the war.

Great Neck by Jay Cantor 720 p.  M  F  A close look at the 1960s and 1970s in America as six teenagers from New York write a comic book series in which they transform themselves into superheroes to fight for civil rights.

Native Son by Richard Wright 528 p.  M  F   For Bigger Thomas, an African American man accused of a crime in the white man's world, there could be no extenuating circumstances, no explanations, and only death.

Black Boy:  A Record of Childhood and Youth by Richard Wright 448 p. E  A  Wright recalls his pre-World War II youth when racial and personal obstacles seemed insurmountable.

The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 128 p. E  F   A series of short, poetic stories describing life in a low-income predominantly Latino neighborhood in Chicag o.

Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison  581p. D  F  A young African-American seeking identity during his high school and college days, and lager in New York's Harlem, relates his terrifying experiences.

Farewell to Arms and For Whom the Bell Tolls by Ernest Hemingway 336p.   M  F  Two American classic novels set during WW1.

In Country by Bobbi Ann Mason 256 p.  E  F  After her father is killed in the Vietnam War, Sam Hughes lives with an uncle whom she suspects suffers from the effects of Agent Orange, and struggles to come to terms with the war's impact on her family.

In Pharaoh's Army by Tobias Wolf 240 p. M  A  The author's memoir of his time in Vietnam, written as a series of short stories.

The Things They Carried by Tim O'Brien 272 p. M  A  These stories follow Tim O'Brien's platoon of American soldiers through a variety of personal and military encounters during the Vietnam War.

The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan  352 p. M  F  The story of four Chinese American daughters and their difficult relationships with their mothers, the strife made easier when they learn their mothers' stories.  A classic novel of immigrant challenges.

Killer Angels by Michael Shaara 384 p.  M  F  Officers and foot soldiers from both the Union and Confederacy steel themselves for the bloody Battle of Gettysburg.

Picture Bride by Yoshiko Uchida 216 p. M F Taro journeys to America in the early 1900s to marry a man she has never met.

Hip by John Leland  405 p. D NF  An entertaining and lucid examination of the impossible-to-define phenomenon of hip.  Beginning with the slave spirituals of the early 17th century, Leland hunts hip by tracing the evolution of American music through minstrelsy, the blues, boy, and finally to jazz, then forging onward through punk, rap, and trance.  

The Souls of Black Folk by WEB DuBois  374 p. D  NF  Educator and trailblazer DuBois describes the lives and history of African Americans, including Booker T. Washingon.

Hiroshima by John Hersey. 152 p.  E  NF  Six Hiroshima survivors reflect on the aftermath of the first atomic bomb.

The Other Side of the River:  A Story of Two Towns, a Death, and America's Dilemma by Alex Kotlowitz 336 p. M NF  Geographically, only a river separates two closely neighboring towns, but the murder mystery surrounding the death of a young black man exposes a deeply rooted racial divide.

Blue Highways by William Least Heat Moon.  448 p. M  NF  Upon losing his wife and his job, a Native American teacher embarks on a journey through little-known America by driving only the blue highways on a map of America.

Eyes on the Prize:  America's Civil Rights Years, 1954-1965 by Juan Willliams 320 p.  D  NF  From Brown v. Board of Education to the Voting Rights Act, Williams outlines the social and political gains of African Americans.  Inspiring.

Growing Up by Russell Baker 288 p  M  A  A columnist with a  sense of humor takes a gentle look at his childhood in Baltimore during the Depression.

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by Himself by Frederick Douglass 159 p.  M  A  Former slave and famed abolitionist Frederick Douglass describes the horrors of his enslavement and eventual escape.

Coming of Age in Mississippi by Ann Moody 384 p.  M  A  One of the first brave young African American students to participate in a lunch counter sit-in, Moody becomes a heroine of the civil rights movement.

House of Houses by Pat Mora  E  A  With magic and imagination, author Pat Mora weaves the voices of her ancestors into her own personal account of growing up in a Mexican-American family in El Paso, Texas.

The Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston 224 p. M  A   A Chinese American woman tells of the Chinese myths, family stories, and events of her Stockton, California, childhood that shaped her identity.

Hunger of Memory:  the Education of Richard Rodriguez:  an Autobiography by Richard Rodriguez 208p.  M A  Rodriguez's journey through the educational system leads to his belief that family, culture, and language must be left behind to succeed in mainstream America.

America is in the Heart by Carlos Bulosan 327 p. M A  This autobiography of a Filipino poet describes his boyhood in the Philippines, his voyage to America, and his years of hardship and despair as an itinerant laborer in the West.

Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko  262 p.  M  F  Tayo is a half-white Laguna Indian traumatized by his experience as a prisoner of war in Japan during WW2 and unable to find solace in his hometown when he returns.  Only connecting to ancient rituals brings him peace.

A Thousand Pieces of Gold by  Ruthanne Lum McCunn 308p. E  NF The true life story of a young Chinese girl sold into slavery in 1871 by her poverty-stricken family and auctioned off in the American West.
Rain of Gold  Victor E. Villansenor  576 p. D  A A novelist and screenwriter recounts the adventures and struggles of three generations of his family in this earthy Mexican American saga.
Lincoln; Burr both by Gore Vidal 720 p.; 430 p. D B The power struggles of Abraham Lincoln while trying to keep the Union during the Civil War; an entertaining, if not revisionist, view of Aaron Burr, an influential early American.

China Men  by Maxine Hong Kingston 320 p. M F A chronicle of three generations of Chinese men in America and what they endured.

Rising From the Rails:  Pullman Porters and the Making of the Black Middle Class by Larry Tye  315 p.  M NF  Tye explains how, in the late 19th through the early 20th century, the young African American laborer who, while working as a porter (and dining car waiter, fireman, brakeman, maid or cook) was the true harbinger of the civil rights movement and precursor to today's black middle class.  A classic example of history from the bottom-up.
The Scarlett Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 256 p.  M  F A dramatic story of a woman who gives birth to an illegitimate child in the Puritan town of New England in 1642 and the consequences she faces for her transgression.

Lonesome Dove by Larry McMurty 960p. D  F A mythic Wild West story of a cattle drive across America.

Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers 320 p. E  NF  The author's memoir about his experiences fighting in Vietnam.

The Quiet American by Graham Greene 192 p. M F  Set in the Cold War 1950s, a look at the danger of America's naïve involvement in Southeast Asia (esp. Vietnam).

Johnny Got His Gun by Dalton Trumbo 256 p. E  F The story of an American whose life is destroyed after experiencing the ravages of war.

* Bobbed Hair and Bathtub Gin:  Writers Running Wild in the Twenties by Marion Meade  352 p.  M  NF  This biography of famous American women writers--Dorothy Parker, Edna St. Vincent Millay, Edna Ferber--is like looking at a photo album while listening to a witty insider reminisce about the images.  The writing is bright, her language charged with gritty details, gossipy tidbits, and accomplished one-liners.

Middle Passage by Charles Johnson 224p .  E  F A newly freed slave in New Orleans accidentally boards a slave clipper bound for Africa.

Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Houston 224 p. E  NF True account of the Japanese American experience during and after WWII.
Scent of Apples by Bienvenido N. Santos 178 p.  E  F Through a series of short stories, Santos gives a snapshot of Filipino life in modern America.

The Genuine Article:  A Historian Looks at Early America by Edmund S. Morgan  315 p.  M  NF  This collection of New York Review essays about early America provides delightful stories that are exceptions to American history clichés and teach us things genuinely new and interesting about our shared past.
Tender is the Night by F. Scott Fitzgerald 320 p. M F A story of Americans on the French Riviera in the 1930s and their psychological disintegration.

Moanin’ at Midnight: The Life and Times of Howlin’ Wolf by James Segrest and Mark Hoffman 416 p. M B A biography of the famous bluesman Howlin’ Wolf, as well as the events he encountered and lived through.

American Dreams: Lost and Found by Studs Terkel 470 p. M NF Interviews with different people, famous and everyday, explaining what they think the “American Dream” is.

Jasmine by Bharati Mukherjee 241 p. E F A young Indian immigrant moves to America and struggles with assimilating while maintaining her identity.

The Jungle by Upton Sinclair 400 p. M F  The classic expose of the meat-packing industry in the early 1900s.  

Saturday Night:  In America by Susan Orlean  258 p. M NF Essays based on how different people and cultures in America spend their Saturday nights.

Uncle Tom's Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe 544 p.  M F  A classic account of a slave being transferred from master to master and his experiences.

Alexander Hamilton by Ron Chernow  600 p. D B  A biography of the man who created American capitalism, chief author of the Federalist Papers, and nemesis of Thomas Jefferson.

Benjamin Franklin:  An American Life by Walter Isaacson  608 p. D B A biography of the scientist, inventor, writer, and Revolutionary statesman.

Thomas Jefferson by R.B. Bernstein 253 p.  M NF An authoritative, clearly written, brief and historically reliable account of an incredibly complicated character.  

 The Americanization of Benjamin Franklin by Gordon Wood 320 p. D B  An entertaining and accessible biography of the beloved American with an angle on how Franklin evolved from a staunch British supporter to an advocate for American independence.

Benjamin Franklin by Edmund S. Morgan  368 p.  M  NF  Another great biography by this noted Yale historian.

John Adams by David McCullough 752 p. D  B A highly readable and engaging biography of America's most under-rated Founding Father.

Founding Mothers:  The Women Who Raised Our Nation by Cokie Roberts 384 p. M B  A look at the women who helped establish America. 

The Island at the Center of the World by Russell Shorto  400 p.  M  NF  A history of Manhattan (NY), the first multiethnic, upwardly mobile society in America, tolerant of religious dissenters and hard drinkers.

Grant and Twain:  The Story of a Friendship that Changed America by Mark Perry 294 p.  M  NF  Told in an amiable and inviting voice, the author describes the connection between one of America's favorite story-tellers and his President.

* The Devil's Highway:  A True Story by Luis Alberto Urrea 256p. M NF  A powerful account of the dangers of crossing the Mexico-US Border in Arizona told through the voices of survivors of a failed crossing.

Reservation Blues by Sherman Alexie 320 p. M F  Alexie's first novel about an all-Indian Catholic rock band.  Funny, sad, and full or rock 'n roll references.

One Man's Castle:  Clarence Darrow in Defense of the American Dream by Phyllis Vine 337p. M NF  The story of the trial of a black doctor who dared to move into a white neighborhood and found himself indicted on murder charges after defending his life against a mob attack. 

Mississippi in Africa:  The Saga of the Slaves of Prospect Hill Plantation and Their Legacy in Liberia Today by Alan Huffman  328p.  M NF  By looking at a place called Mississippi in Africa, the author looks at how events that took place 150 years ago in the American South continue to play out in the troubled West African country of Liberia.

Ten Little Indians:  Stories by Sherman Alexie 243 p. M  F  Nine stories about Spokane Indians living in Seattle and locked in conflict with the American Indian culture off the reservation.  Alexie is one of America's premiere American Indian writers.

The Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven by Sherman Alexie 240 p. M F  Twenty-two short stories chronicle modern life on the Spokane Indian Reservation. Each story is narrated by a different character who struggles with the conflict between modern Indian problems and ancient traditions.

The Face of Appalachia:  Portraits From the Mountain Farm by Tim Barnwell  192 p. E  NF  Through a series of photographs and interviews the author documents the culture of a remote and slow-to-change American culture.

Oldest Living Confederate Widow Tells All by Allan Gurganus  736 p.  D  B  Narrated by 95-year-old Lucy Marsden in a distinctive voice brimming with colorful images and sassy, ribald asides, it tells of her marriage at 15 to 50-year-old Civil War veteran "Captain" Marsden. Feisty, irreverent and with a caustic tongue--even in recounting the most tragic incidents, her outspoken opinions crackle with dark humor--Lucy distills the essence of the war, evokes the atmosphere of the small town of Falls, N.C.--interspersing social commentary about the South, its women and the institution of slavery
1906:  A Novel by James Dalessandro  364 p.  M  F  The thrilling and thorough untold story of the greed, romance, corruption, crime, vendettas, heroism and mismanagement of the 1906 San Francisco earthquake and fire.  

Unforgivable Blackness: The Rise and Fall of Jack Johnson  by Geoffrey Ward  512 p.  M B  An engaging blend of American history, biography, prejudice, and sports as the author recounts the life of the first Black man to become the heavyweight champion of the world, a man more famous around the world than the President.

American Dynasty:  Aristocracy, Fortune, and the Politics of Deceit in the House of Bush by Kevin Phillips 397 p.  D NF  A case study of the power wielded by four generations of the Bush family, including 2 of the last 3 presidents.  Our unfamiliarity with this family might ultimately diminish the ability of the American people to remain in control of our political system.
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The Protest Singer by Alex Wilkinson  159 p.  M  NF   This short profile of the celebrity-averse banjo-strumming protest singer, Pete Seeger, caps more than a decade of tributes.  In prose as unassuming as his subject, the author captures Seeger’s unpretentious down-to-earth manner.


