American Historical Literature Slide Lecture Guidelines  

Your goal in this project is to deliver an “illustrated” lecture focusing on what you learned about US History from your AHL book and supplementary research.  Lectures will be presented individually (10 minutes) and in pairs (15 minutes).  A successful project will inform and engage the audience and, in the case of pairs, reflect equal participation from each group member.

Guidelines

Start with a hook:  a passage, a story about a character in the book, an anecdote accompanied by an image.  Start with something that hooks your audience right away and sends the message that your lecture is going to be a hit.

Structure and pace your lecture so that it is easy to follow and comprehend.  It is a good idea to organize your lecture around an introduction, body and conclusion.  You may want to consider organizing your project and slides around key terms that reveal the major historical themes and content of your book.  However you decide to organize your lecture, be sure to provide a solid organizational structure that allows you to clearly communicate your message.  Be mindful of the transitions between each section, providing verbal cues and context so that your audience doesn’t get lost.

Design and edit each slide carefully to fit the verbal content of your presentation.  Images and media should be thoughtfully selected, screened for quality, and fit naturally with the content of your presentation.  Select thought provoking, quality images that complement your topic.   Use text sparingly and only for titles, captions, headings and bullet points that provide the context and key terms we need to understand the connection between images and the verbal content of your presentation.   Otherwise, do not use text on your slides.  Use the 4x6 rule when creating bulleted items on your slide, no more than four bullet points per slide and no more than 6 words per line.
If presenting in pairs, balance the delivery of information between you and your partner.  No one person should dominate your presentation.

Remember the goal of the project and design the project accordingly:  to educate us about your book and, when necessary, use supplementary information gleaned from research to enhance our understanding of the book’s historical content.  If providing information from supplementary research, keep the book central in your presentation by connecting information gathered from research back to your book.  

To sum up …

1) Organize and rehearse your project.  Know your material.
2) Each slide should contain an image (or images) that complement and add to the verbal content of the presentation.

3) Each slide should contain a title, an image or images with caption(s), essential bulleted key terms or key words to help your audience to follow along, but NO additional or unnecessary text.  Follow the 4x6 rule.
4) Notes (not on slides!) are okay, but presenters must establish eye contact with the audience, as per the conventions of public speaking.
5) If presenting in pairs, presenters should share “airtime” more or less equally.  (This is difficult to execute and requires practice.)

6) Solo presentations must be 10 minutes.  Presentations from pairs must be 15 minutes.  Rehearse and time your presentation to be sure you will meet this guideline.
7) Bibliographies must be typed and turned in before or immediately after the presentation.  

Your projects will be presented from my computer, which is a Mac.  To avoid technological issues, have your project downloaded onto a thumbnail drive, external HD, CD or DVD prior to your presentation date.  Feel free to test the final product on my computer ahead of your presentation.  Technological difficulties on the day of a scheduled presentation may result in a reduced grade.
*  All slide presentations must be loaded onto my computer by December 10.

	
	Advanced

Project reflects specific and thorough understanding of book and its historical or cultural subject; research legitimately enhances or deepens the historical or cultural aspects of the book (if applicable).  
	Proficient

The book is the primary focus of the presentation.  Presenters clearly show what they learned about US History from the book. 
	Needs Improvement

The book is not the primary focus of the presentation, or the project lacks details that connect directly to the book, making it unclear whether the student(s) read or what they learned about US History by reading their book.

	Organization

Visual Design

Communication
	Presentation is meticulously organized, containing a hook, an introduction, body and conclusion.

The book is the central focal point of the presentation.

Presenters make multiple references to the book and the selection of strong supporting examples make it clear the presenters read thoroughly and obtained a deep understanding of the book's historical content. 

Project includes a typed bibliography with proper format (MLA) and adequate references.  No typos.

Visual design of the presentation is creative, suggests forethought and is pleasing to the eye.

Images are interesting and clearly rendered.  Image choices reflect effort and research and suggest an in-depth understanding of the book's historical content.

Text adheres to the 4x6 rule and is easy to read.

Presentation has an interesting title.  Heading or subtitles are used to organize information.
Presentation is fluid and appears well-rehearsed.   

Presentation adheres to the conventions of public speaking.
	Presentation is well organized with a clear introduction, body and conclusion.

The book and its main historical themes and content drive the presentation, but illustration of the main points, examples or references to the book's historical themes and content fail to reflect a deep understanding of the book's content.
Project includes a typed, formatted bibliography with with adequate references.

Design of the presentation suggests planning and is pleasing to the eye.

Images are appropriate and clearly rendered and reveal an adequate understanding of the book's historical content.
Text mostly adheres to the 4x6 rule and is easy to read.

Presentation has a title and uses headings or subtitles to organize information.
Presentation suggests adequate preparation and somewhat rehearsed.
Presentation mostly adheres to the conventions of public speaking.


	Presentation is not well organized, lacks structure, appears to lack planning and is hard to follow.  The presentation does not have a clear introduction, body and conclusion.

It is unclear whether the presenters actually read the book.  Too often, the focus of the presentation strays from the book's central historical themes and content.

The project lacks a bibliography or sources required for a full and detailed treatment of the selected topic.

Presenters appear to have given little thought to the visual aspect of the presentation.  Choices around image and text suggest minimal planning.

Image choices are cliche or of poor quality, revealing a cursory understanding of the book's historical content.
Text choices do not adhere to the 4x6 rule; slides appear cluttered..  Text is hard too read.

Presentation has no title or does not use headings or subtitles to organize information.
Presentation comes off as thrown together at the last minute and unrehearsed.
Presentation somewhat, or does not, adhere to the conventions of public speaking.


